
Guidance and Instructions for Seeking a Certification
from Chumash Heritage National Marine Sanctuary

What are certifications?
● Certifications apply to pre-existing approved activities that were already in existence

when the sanctuary took effect, but would now violate sanctuary regulations. Certification
is a process by which such activities may be allowed to continue.

● Importantly, NOAA cannot terminate any valid lease, permit, license or right of
subsistence use or access that exists as of the date the sanctuary took effect, November
30, 2024. However, NOAA could impose conditions on the exercise of a pre-existing
lease, permit, license, or right that are consistent with the purpose of the sanctuary.

● The certification procedures for CHNMS are outlined in § 922.234.

When would a certification be required?
● Someone would need to seek certification if: as of the sanctuary effective date

(November 30th 2024), you hold a valid approval (i.e., local, state, federal permit, lease,
license, approval, other authorization or right of subsistence use or access) for an
activity that would otherwise be prohibited by the sanctuary regulations.

What is the timeframe for seeking a certification?
● Approval holders are required to seek a certification within 120 days of the effective date

of the sanctuary (see § 922.234).
● The window to seek a certification is November 30th 2024 – March 30th 2025.

How can I apply for a certification?
● Please a) fill out the general ONMS permit application form (see instructions below) OR

b) notify us in writing of the existence and location of the permit(s) or other
authorization(s) for which you are requesting a certification.

When completing the application form for a permit certification request:
● Please note that the questions are designed for general permit applications and not all

fields may apply to a certification request. We ask that you fill out the application form to
the best of your ability based on the activities already conducted in the sanctuary. At a
minimum, please identify the existence and location of the permit or other authorization
for which you are requesting a certification.

● Please provide copies of all other required licenses, permits, approvals, or other
authorizations. If possible, please provide a point of contact with the issuing agency.

● Certifications can be issued to an entity. When a permittee is an entity, the signature line
of the permit application should contain the following language: “I attest that I am
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authorized to sign on behalf of [NAME OF ENTITY].” If there are multiple
organizations/institutions/agencies that are co-applicants/co-permittees, each must
identify an Authorized Representative that signs on their behalf within the scope of their
employment. The Authorized Representative is an official who has the legal authority to
bind an entity (business, organization, institution, or government agency) by signing the
permit.

● Section II of the instructions has additional guidance on completing the ONMS
application. See ONMS permits webpage for general information on sanctuary permits.

● Once completed, send the application package to Kirsten White (CHNMS Resource
Protection/Permitting Specialist) at kirsten.white@noaa.gov. Optional: you can indicate
in the email that you are seeking a certification. Email is preferred, but application
packages may also be mailed to the following address:

West Coast Regional Office, Office of National Marine Sanctuaries
ATTN: Superintendent, Chumash Heritage National Marine Sanctuary
99 Pacific Street, Suite 100F
Monterey, CA 93940

What steps are taken in a certification process?

Figure 1. Flowchart showing the general steps in the certification process.
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How long could the process take, and how are applications evaluated?
● The overall timeline can vary. Typically, applications are processed in the order they are

received. Processing time could be influenced by factors such as application
completeness, environmental compliance documentation, whether ONMS requests
additional information, the amount of applications under process by the site, etc.

● Applications will be evaluated to see whether ONMS needs to impose reasonable
conditions on the exercise of the activity that are consistent with the purposes of the
sanctuary.

Can my certification be changed?
● ONMS can amend, suspend, or revoke the certification when a) the underlying approval

is amended, suspended, or revoked, b) whenever the continued operation would
otherwise be inconsistent with any terms or conditions of the certification. ONMS will
coordinate with the agency that issued the underlying permit should concerns arise in
the future about the existing activity.

What are the boundaries of the sanctuary?
● A general map of the sanctuary can be found on the CHNMS website.
● Geographic information system (GIS) data is available on the ONMS GIS data webpage.
● The sanctuary covers 4,543 square miles of coastal and ocean waters, reaches up to 60

miles offshore, and spans 116 miles of coastline between San Luis Obispo County and
Santa Barbara County. Beginning approximately 2 miles southeast of the Diablo Canyon
Power Plant, the sanctuary’s eastern boundary follows California’s shoreline at the mean
high water line south until Naples Reef on the Gaviota Coast.

What else should I know?
● Approval holders may continue to conduct the activity without being in violation of

sanctuary regulations during the time an application is pending review.
● ONMS may request additional information from the approval holder that it deems

reasonably necessary while processing the application. If so, the additional information
must be provided within 45 days of ONMS’s request.

● The approval holder may appeal any action that adds conditions to a certification in
accordance with procedures set forth in § 922.37. Or, after the certification has been
issued, the approval holder can appeal a subsequent ONMS decision to amend,
suspend, or revoke any certification.

11/30/2024
This document will be updated as necessary
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