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About the Designation
On March 24, 2023, President Biden directed the 
Secretary of Commerce to consider initiating the 
designation process for a proposed national marine 
sanctuary in the Pacific Remote Islands. On April 18, 
2023, NOAA issued a Notice of Intent to Conduct 
Scoping and to Prepare a Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement for the Proposed Designation of a National 
Marine Sanctuary for the Pacific Remote Islands, 
launching the designation process. The proposed 
sanctuary designation would allow NOAA to complement 
and supplement the existing protections for the Pacific 
Remote Islands Marine National Monument with 
additional regulatory and non-regulatory tools, and 
to conserve additional areas outside the Monument’s 
existing boundary. The proposed sanctuary would not 
include terrestrial areas. 

From April 18 to June 2, 2023, NOAA solicited input 
on scope and management considerations related to 
designating a national marine sanctuary in the Pacific 
Remote Islands. NOAA hosted in-person public scoping 
meetings in Hawaiʻi, American Samoa, Guam, and 
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, 
held two virtual meetings, and received nearly 57,000 
written and oral comments. Based upon the comments 
and information NOAA gathered, including from other 
agencies and from participants at a workshop in American 
Samoa, NOAA is preparing the draft documents for the 
proposed sanctuary, including the proposed rule, draft 
environmental impact statement, and draft management 
plan. NOAA anticipates holding additional public 
meetings on the draft designation documents in late 
2024 and early 2025.

Sanctuary Designation Timeline

Step 1: Public Scoping
April 18, 2023 – June 2, 2023

Current Step: Review of Public Comments 
and Preparation of Draft Documents

Mid-2023 to Late-2024

Step 4: Prepare Final  
Designation Documents

Target: Early-2025 to Late-2025

Step 5: Publish Final  
Designation Documents

Target: Late-2025

Step 6: Sanctuary Designation
Target: Late-2025

Frequently Asked Questions on the proposed 
national marine sanctuary designation in the 
Pacific Remote Islands

(Left) Map displaying the general area under consideration for a new 
national marine sanctuary. Image: NOAA. (Above) Deep sea coral 
reefs provide habitat for many unique and undiscovered species. 
Photo: Ocean Exploration Trust/NOAA

Step 3: Release Draft Designation 
Documents and Solicit Public Comments 

Target: Late-2024 to Early-2025

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2023/03/24/memorandum-on-conserving-the-natural-and-cultural-heritage-of-the-pacific-remote-islands/
https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/management/designations.html
https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/04/18/2023-08170/notice-of-intent-to-conduct-scoping-and-to-prepare-a-draft-environmental-impact-statement-for-the
https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/pacific-remote-islands/public-scoping-comments.html
https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/pacific-remote-islands/faqs.html


From Around the Pacific

Exploring the Deep in the Pacific Remote Islands
In August, September, and October, NOAA Ocean 
Exploration will conduct two expeditions on NOAA Ship 
Okeanos Explorer to map waters deeper than 200 meters 
(656 feet) in and around the Johnston Atoll Unit of the 
Pacific Remote Islands Marine National Monument. 

In September and October, the E/V Nautilus will conduct 
an expedition in the offshore waters of Howland and 
Baker Islands. This expedition will use the mapping 
capabilities of E/V Nautilus to acquire high-resolution 
bathymetry in areas where no or little mapping data 
exists. 

Data collected during these expeditions will help 
to establish a baseline assessment of the ocean 
environment, increase understanding of marine life 
and habitats to inform management decisions, improve 
knowledge of past and potential future geohazards, and 
increase public awareness of ocean issues. 

This map shows the general operating area during the Beyond the 
Blue: Johnston Atoll Mapping 1 and 2 expeditions. Image: NOAA 
Ocean Exploration, 2024 Beyond the Blue.

E/V Nautilus deploying a remotely operated vehicle (ROV). Photo: 
Ocean Exploration Trust/NOAA

2025 E/V Nautilus Expeditions 
Call for Science Input

In 2025, E/V Nautilus will conduct several multidisciplinary 
expeditions to explore the deep sea throughout the 
Western Pacific. With funding from NOAA Ocean 
Exploration via the Ocean Exploration Cooperative 
Institute, expeditions will target priority areas in Guam, 
the Mariana Islands, the Solomon Islands, and Fiji. We 
invite members of the science and resource management 
community, particularly from the geographies where 
expeditions will take place, to submit science priorities 
for these expeditions, including specific requests for 
seafloor mapping, remotely operated vehicle dives, 
physical samples, and technology integrations. Please 
provide your input by January 15, 2025.

Visit Online: Beyond the Blue: Johnston Atoll Mapping 
(EX2405, EX2406): NOAA Ocean Exploration

This map shows the operating areas and expedition ports of the 2025 
E/V Nautilus season of multidisciplinary expeditions to explore the 
deep sea. Image: Ocean Exploration Trust/NOAA

https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/pacific-remote-islands/ Page 2

https://oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/okeanos/explorations/okeanos-beyond-the-blue/ex2405-ex2406/welcome.html
https://oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/okeanos/explorations/okeanos-beyond-the-blue/ex2405-ex2406/welcome.html
https://nautiluslive.org/cruise/na166
https://nautiluslive.org/cruise/na166
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScBjXjPBIy4KCUkdiHrHb5YUjC0Umg2_34N-HkHFJo94sASCg/viewform
https://oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/okeanos/explorations/okeanos-beyond-the-blue/ex2405-ex2406/welcome.html
https://oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/okeanos/explorations/okeanos-beyond-the-blue/ex2405-ex2406/welcome.html


Festival attendees learn about marine protected areas across Hawai’i, 
American Samoa, the Mariana Islands, and the Pacific Remote 
Islands. Photo: NOAA

Celebrating Pacific Communities at the 13th 
Festival of Pacific Arts and Culture

In June 2024, NOAA participated in the 13th Festival 
of Pacific Arts and Culture (FestPac) held in Honolulu, 
Hawaiʻi. 

NOAA hosted interactive programs and opportunities in 
the Ocean Forum Room; a space dedicated to engage 
on issues and topics related to Ocean cultures, arts, and 
sciences of our Pacific Island communities. Thousands 
of people representing 28 Pacific communities and 
nations talked story with NOAA staff to learn about 
marine protected areas in the Pacific region. They 
participated in a live, interactive mural painting by local 
artist Aubrey Matsuura, and listened to presentations 
shared on Science on a Sphere®. 

(Left) Local artist Aubrey Matsuura puts the finishing touches on 
her mural, Weaving Ancestral Pathways. (Right) As part of the 
interactive mural, festival attendees were invited to participate in 
painting portions of the mural. Photos: NOAA

Local staff and scientists gave presentations and 
projected global data to visualize planetary, historical, 
and cultural data. Topics included coral research and 
monitoring, maritime and cultural history of American 
Samoa, ocean expeditions and deep sea exploration, 
climate change, and sea level rise.

Gene Brighouse, Senior Policy Analyst with National Marine 
Sanctuary of American Samoa, gives a presentation on Science 
on a Sphere. Photo: NOAA

On June 10-12, NOAA co-facilitated discussion sessions 
on the Collaborative Process on Naming the Pacific 
Remote Islands Marine National Monument (Monument). 
NOAA, along with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and 
the Udall Foundation National Center for Environmental 
Conflict Resolution discussed potential new names that 
are culturally appropriate for the Monument and related 
to Pacific Islander history of the region. Participants 
included Festival attendees, community members, 
organizations, members of the voyaging delegation, 
and others. 

To learn more about the Monument Renaming Efforts, 
please visit https://www.fws.gov/national-monument/
pacific-remote-islands-marine.

Participants listen to a presentation on the Pacific Remote Islands 
Marine National Monument in the Ocean Forum Room. Photo: NOAA
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https://www.festpachawaii.org/
https://www.festpachawaii.org/
https://sos.noaa.gov/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2023/03/24/memorandum-on-conserving-the-natural-and-cultural-heritage-of-the-pacific-remote-islands/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2023/03/24/memorandum-on-conserving-the-natural-and-cultural-heritage-of-the-pacific-remote-islands/
https://www.fws.gov/national-monument/pacific-remote-islands-marine
https://www.fws.gov/national-monument/pacific-remote-islands-marine


NOAA ONMS Attends Pacific Risk Management 
‘Ohana (PRiMO) in Saipan
Earlier this year, staff from NOAA’s Office of National 
Marine Sanctuaries (ONMS) attended the 2024 Pacific 
Risk Management ‘Ohana (PRiMO) Conference in 
Saipan, CNMI to engage with and learn from community 
members, organizations, and agencies that work to 
improve resilience within the Pacific region. Staff 
participated in programs and discussions including a 
panel on “Incorporating Traditional Ecological Knowledge 
into Planning and Management” to underscore the 
importance of establishing connections with the natural 
environment and its people as a strategic approach to 
planning and management.

ONMS staff met with partners, stakeholders, and 
community leaders and elders throughout the week to 
share about the designation process for the proposed 
national marine sanctuary in the Pacific Remote Islands 
and the Collaborative Renaming Process for the Pacific 
Remote Islands Marine National Monument, and to learn 
about the voyaging heritage tied to the region.

Did You Know?
The Pacific Remote Islands and their surrounding marine 
areas lie near the center of the Pacific Ocean. They 
include some of the largest and most pristine collections 
of seamounts and deep sea protected areas on the 
planet. Seamounts are extinct volcanoes or mountains 
that rise up high in the water column, creating complex 
current patterns influencing what lives on and above 
them. Seamounts provide surfaces where organisms 
can settle and grow. These organisms provide a food 
source for other animals. Scientists have found that 
seamounts often provide habitat to endemic species, 
or species found only in a single location.

There are an estimated ~20,000 seamounts in the Pacific 
Ocean. Despite their abundance, the vast majority are 
unexplored. Because these features harbor a diversity 
of life, NOAA and its partners prioritize exploring them, 
identifying unique and vulnerable habitats, and providing 
data for informed decision-making regarding resource 
use and protection.

Newsletter Updates
Sign up to receive newsletter updates on the proposed 
national marine sanctuary of the Pacific Remote Islands.

Kalani Quiocho (third from the left), Cultural Resources Coordinator 
with the Office of National Marine Sanctuaries, participates in a panel 
discussing the importance of Indigenous Knowledge in planning and 
management. Photo: NOAA

Farreid glass sponges found at about 2,360 meters (7,740 feet) 
depth near Johnston Atoll. Photo: NOAA Office of Ocean Exploration 
and Research.
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https://coast.noaa.gov/primo/
https://coast.noaa.gov/primo/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USNOAANOS/subscriber/new?topic_id=

