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MMS

MineralstManagement Service IS one ofi 8
Bureaus of the Department of the Interior

Missien: Managing the ecean energy. and
mineral reseUrCes on the outer continental shelf
of the U.S. while being stewards of the
environment.

= Not specifically fisheries related.



First Step: Explore and Describe
the Environment

Early studies by MMS' (BLLIM)

s Baseline studies beginning early: 1970s

x Submersible exploration of all GOM
topographic features

Description of Habitat
Sensitivities to Impacts

Process Stuadies
= Chemical
= Physical Transport




Spatlal Plannlng Scales

Plannlng Area IS Largest spatlal
. scale (below ocean basin)
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East and West Flower Garden Banks

Including No Activity: Zone, Sanctuary Boundary, 4-mile shunting zone and
Infrastructure




Lease Stipulation Regulatory.
Measures

NGrACGHIVILY ZORES
SAUNtING Zones

A 352
nk Center Coordinate

x 1,000 m, I mile, 3
mile and 4-mile

= 4-Mile shunting
Zone In the case of
the FGB 1983




Ongoing Monitoring Phase

Leng-Term Monitoring replaced required industry
monitering fer each preject using demonstration of;
effectiveness of regulatery. pelicy.

Repetitive: monitering program established in 1988 noew
representing lengest continuous coral reef monitoring
data set in' the worild.

Sanctuary designation 1992.

Continuing shared cost for engeing annual moeniterng
petween MMS and NOAA Elower Garden Banks National
Marine Sanctuary, 1994 te present.

Beginning in 2009, field work and analysis managed by
the FGB Sanctuary rather than contractor.




Other FGB Spatial-Related Management
ISSUES

MMS established o1l spill"notification’ process through spillimedel.
x 30% probability: of mevement over. the EGB'in 3 days. I

a  Notification of Sanctuary. reguired for: all affected lease
plocks:

»  Modeling alse contributes to' decisions on'lightering areas.

Q11 Spill' Dispersant Notification: Federal On-Scene Coordinator
(FOSC) Pre-ApprovallRecommendations:

m  Apply In'water: as deep as possible and as far from the
Sanctuary. as poessible; in order to promote dilution: of
dispersedioll and minimize the effects on shallow-water

Organisms: E
S S * ' -
= Application based on weather, sea state; water temperature, .= =™ s Sl T
oil characteristics; history ofispill;-and risk ofispill contact. ) SRR 7 Ry
? 2 aeny & £ _" i
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= Notify: NOAA to solicit infoermation that could affect the me ! ) W s ety
decision (consideration of special seasonal events such as %,aé. "k
p- e

coral spawning) and allew: timely implementation of:
monitoring.



Same MMS Management Process Applies to
Other Habitat Types
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Deepwater chemosynthetic communities and
deepwater. corals.

Same Adaptive:Management Appreach.

Studies used'to explore distribution of sensitive
communities and impacts in'deepwater; GOM best
understooed chemo systems in the world.

Notice to .essees updated over time te extend
aveldance and buffer distances from even potential
sites of sensitive' communities unless . demonstrated
apsence.

Other protected habitat types also mnclude:
m  Live Bottom
Pinnacle Trend (specific pinnacle trend block identified)
Low Relief Live Bottom

= Potentially Sensitive Biological Features above 400 m




Example for Deep Coral Habitats and
Chemosynthetic Communities, Gulf of Mexico

NTLE-2000-G20 Deepwater Chemaosynthetic
communities

Relocation

Additional infermation

ROV. info for placement of anchoers

ROV surveys

\Water depths = 400 m

Keep muds and cuttings = 1,500 ft away ;xj : 2
/ 7 ation of all SaschandeAn alies ‘M«A

Noboettom- disturbing activities within 250 fit e e e o i ek ek

*Soon to be modified!in revised NTL using
recent studies data and adaptive management
s 300 m water depth
= Increase of avoidance distances




New FGB GIS Interactive Database

a Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary - Microsoft Internet Explorer

<l

U .

MNATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY

INATIONAL MARINE
SANCTU =

Select A'Bank: PRy | I shaded Relief of Banks Bl Bathymetry of Banks (in meters)

Available Data = Dive Photos
East Flower Garden Bank

nd
Pipalin

aa

and
Platf
Remote Dperated

T 1719710 0 00N
.?|

\ipping Fai

ip Operations -

O a

Mouse LatLmg: 41201,
Zoom Lewvel: 1

Depth: 9
Biological Zone Major Habitat: R

Geomorphological |

Bialogy : Descriptor:

Qil and G
ip
@il and &

Remote Operated
Vehicle (ROV) Dives

] O30 o aoodnn

<

Ship Dperations -
anta

]

Mouse LatLn

Zoom Lewvel: 1.

http://www.ncddc.noaa.gov/website/google _maps/FGB/mapsFGB.htm



	Science for Marine Spatial Planning
	MMS
	First Step: Explore and Describe the Environment
	Spatial Planning Scales
	East and West Flower Garden Banks�Including No Activity Zone, Sanctuary Boundary, 4-mile shunting zone and infrastructure
	Lease Stipulation Regulatory Measures
	Ongoing Monitoring Phase
	Other FGB Spatial-Related Management Issues
	Same MMS Management Process Applies to Other Habitat Types
	Example for Deep Coral Habitats and �Chemosynthetic Communities, Gulf of Mexico
	New FGB GIS Interactive Database

