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SUMMARY: The National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s
Sanctuaries and Reserves Division
(SRD) has issued a proposed rule to
amend the regulations for the Monterey
Bay National Marine Sanctuary
(MBNMS or Sanctuary) to prohibit the
attracting of white sharks by the use of
food, chum, bait, or other means in the
nearshore (seaward to 3 miles) waters of
the MBNMS. The proposed rule
published February 12, 1996 (61 FR
5335), discusses the reasons SRD is
proposing prohibiting this activity in
the Sanctuary. A 30-day comment
period closes on March 12, 1996. To
maximize public input on this issue, a
public hearing has been scheduled
whereby the public will be allowed to
provide written or oral comments.
Individuals wishing to make a statement
will be required to sign up at the door
and will be limited to three minutes.

The public hearing will be held
on Friday, March 1, 1996, starting at
6:30 p.m.

DATES:

The public hearing will be
held at the El Grenada Elementary
School, 400 Santiago Avenue, El
Grenada, California.
ADDRESSES:

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Ed Ueber at (415) 556–3509 or Elizabeth
Moore at (301) 713–3141.
(Federal Domestic Assistance Catalog
Number 11.429 Marine Sanctuary Program)
Dated: February 12, 1996.
David L. Evans,
Acting Deputy Assistant Administrator for
Ocean Services and Coastal Zone
Management.
[FR Doc. 96–3440 Filed 2–14–96; 8:45 am]
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Workshop Conference on the
Application of the Franchise Rule to
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The Federal Trade
Commission (‘‘Commission’’) will hold
a Public Workshop Conference on the
application of the Commission’s Trade
Regulation Rule on Disclosure
Requirements and Prohibitions
Concerning Franchising and Business
Opportunity Ventures (‘‘the Franchise
Rule’’ or ‘‘Rule’’) to international
franchise sales. This Public Workshop
Conference is being conducted as part of
the Commission’s ongoing regulatory
review of the Franchise rule.
DATES: The Public Workshop
Conference will be held on March 11,
1996, at the Federal Trade Commission,
Room 332, Sixth Street and
Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20580. Notification of
interest in participating in the Public
Workshop Conference should be
submitted in writing on or before March
4, 1996. Interested parties may submit
written comments in lieu of
participating in the Public Workshop
Conference. Accordingly, the Rule
Review record will remain open. The
Commission staff encourages interested
parties to submit any comments before
March 8, 1996, so they can be
considered during the Conference.
ADDRESSES: Notification of interest in
participating in the Public Workshop
Conference should be submitted in
writing to Steven Toporoff, Division of
Marketing Practices, Federal Trade
Commission, Washington, DC 20580.
Written comments should be directed
to: Secretary, Federal Trade
Commission, Room H–159, Sixth Street
and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20580. Comments
should be identified as ‘‘16 CFR Part
436—Comment.’’
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Steven Toporoff, (202) 326–3135,
Division of Marketing Practices, Bureau
of Consumer Protection, Federal Trade
Commission, Washington, DC 20580.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: As part of
its systematic review of trade
regulations and guides, the Commission
published a request for public comment
on the Franchise Rule. 60 FR 17656
(April 7, 1995). In September 1995, the
Commission held a Public Workshop
Conference in Bloomington, Minnesota,
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to discuss the comments and issues
raised during the Rule Review. See 60
FR 34485 (July 3, 1995).
Among other issues, the Commission
solicited comment on what effects, it
any, changes in relevant technology,
economic conditions, and industry
practices have had on the Rule. In
response, the Commission received
several comments noting that, since the
Franchise Rule went into effect in the
late 1970’s, the market for franchises has
grown both domestically and
internationally. In the international
arena, many American franchisors are
selling territories and individual units
to American and foreign investors to
operate overseas. These commentors
requested Commission guidance on
whether the Franchise Rule applies to
international sales and, if so, what form
the disclosures should take.
A. The Public Workshop Conference
The Public Workshop Conference will
afford Commission staff and interested
parties an opportunity to discuss
whether the Franchise Rule applies to
international franchise sales
transactions. Commission staff will
consider the views and suggestions
made during the Conference, as well as
any written comments, in formulating
its final recommendations to the
Commission.
The Commission staff will select a
limited number of parties to participate
as panelists during the Conference.
These parties will participate in an open
discussion of the issues. It is
contemplated that the panelists might
ask and answer questions based upon
their respective views.
In addition, the Conference will be
open to the general public. Members of
the general public who attend the
Conference may have an opportunity to
make a brief oral statement presenting
their views on the application of the
Franchise Rules to international sales
transactions. Oral statements of views
by members of the general public will
be limited to a few minutes. The time
allotted for these statements will be
determined on the basis of the time
available and the number of persons
who wish to make statements. This
discussion will be transcribed and
placed on the public record. In addition,
written submissions of views, or any
other written or visual materials, will be
accepted during the Conference and will
be made part of the public record.
To the extent possible, Commission
staff will select parties to represent the
following affected interests: franchisors;
franchisees; franchise brokers and
consultants; economists and
academicians; federal, state, and foreign

