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tional MonumenrPMNM) is the largest  Scientific, cultural and maritime research are
conservation area in the world, protecting i mpor tant parts of t
582,578 square miles of the Pacific Oceanoperations. The focus of the monument's col
The extensive coral reefs found in Pa- reef research program includes shallow and
pahUnaumokuUkea ar edegpdngrephatioreehrharasterization and
7,000 marine species -quarter of which ~ monitoring. Reef surveys have recorded the
are found only in the Hawaiian Archipelagdliversity and abundance of fishes, algae, col
Many of the islands and shallow water envisrand other reef invertebrates at numerous
ments are important habitats for rare speci@§ations throughout the archipelago. Histori
such as the threatened green turtle and théesources, such as shipwrecks, have also

The monument is an important habitat for endangered Hawaiian monk seal. On less B&gh documented on shallow reefs by monu
rare species such as the threatened greensix square miles of land, over 14 million se@ent and national marine sanctuary Pacific

sea turtle and the endangered Hawaiian
monk seal.
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birds representing 22 species breed and nB&gion archaeologists. Research in deeper
Land areas also provide a home for four biffshore waters has utilized multibeam sona
species found nowhere else in the world. Tad submersibles to document rarely seen
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perpetuate ecosystem health and diversitytdfRs contained within monument waters. Th
the Native Hawaiian cultural significance ofesults of these shallow and deep water re-
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Organization (UNESCO) designated the Me/ucation and Outreach

ument as a mixed World Heritage Site. In )
2016, the monument was expanded from The fo_cus pf the education and.outreach pro
m is to increase understanding of ecosys

139,818 square miles to 582,578 square nﬂfgs.
e management, develop an ocean stewar

PapahUnaumokuUkea MshipéthiceindNairtthie aextayénerafionrofu -
ment is jointly administered by the Departrieaders to be both scientifically and culturally
of Commerce, the Department of the Interigrr ounded. The monume
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prets the natural science, culture and history
the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands and sur-
rounding marine environment.
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Location
140 miles northwest of the
Main Hawaiian Islands

Protected Area
582,578 square miles

Designation
June 2006,
Expansion 2016

Habitats
Abyssal

Atolls

Bank
Hypersaline lake
Islands

Lagoon

Pelagic

Reef ] ] ] ] ]
Seamount Find Us Office of National Marine Sanctuaries
Slope 1845 Wasp Blvd, Building 176 Network of marine protected areas

Honolulu, HI 96818 Encompasses more than 600,000 square miles

Key Species 8087255800 Established October 1972
Calcareous algae

Corals
Endemic reef fish On the Web On the Web

Green sea turtle Email: hawaiireef@noaa.gov sanctuaries.noaa.gov

Hawaiian monk seal https://www.facebook.com/ www.facebook.com/NOAAOfficeofNationalMarineSanctuarie:
Jack Papahanaumokuakea Instagram: @noaasanctuaries

Laysan albatross Twitter: @sanctuaries

Sharks Tumblr: @noaasanctuaries

Spinner dolphin
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In 2015, NOAAGs Of f AEawvaiianfmorik seallrests om & beach in #iee Northwestern Hawaiian Islands contains
Research discovered the largest sponge inRh@ p ah Unau mo k u Uk e a Mach ana diverdealdegiten faund, incMding u -
world in the Northwestern Hawaiian Islandanent. this newly discovered species of octopus.
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